
by DENNY WENDELL

The city of Westlake's newly 
constructed Community Ser-
vices Center is set to open to 

the public by June 7.
Located next to the Westlake 

Recreation Center, at 28975 Hilliard 
Blvd., the facility is accessible via both 
Center Ridge Road and Hilliard Bou-
levard by way of Rec Center Drive. 

The Center is about double the 
size of the old Community Services 
Center at 28,000 square feet, and has  
more space for a cafe, a classroom,  
a exercise studio, a theater, and an 
art room. 

The Community Services depart-
ment serves the Westlake community 
with youth programs, food assistance 
distributions,  lifelong learning, fit-
ness and wellness programs. 

Adults age 50 and older were in 
mind when the Center was designed, 
incorporating: bright light with 
floor-to-ceiling windows; a hear-
ing loop for the hearing impaired; 
touchless faucets; and easy wayfind-
ing. Wayfinding is the use of signage 
and color that helps one orient 
themselves and navigate within a 
physical space. The Center's staff 
can keep a mindful eye on the park-
ing lot with office windows that face 

the parking lot. 
Sidewalks in front of the Center 

will be heated in the winter for a 
non-slip surface.

Outside there are bocce ball  
courts, a walking trail and pickle-
ball courts.

The staff invites the community 
to visit the new Center and learn more 
about the facility and its programs.

The Observer will be sponsoring 
Mayor Dennis Clough's State of 
the City address at the Center 
on Tuesday, July 13, at 7:00 p.m. 
The event is open to the public. 

More stories, photos 
and events online at 
wbvobserver.com   /wbvobserver
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Lydia Gadd, director of the Westlake Community Services Department, welcomes guests to a preview 
tour of the city's new Community Services Center on May 27. 

by TARA WENDELL

Visitors to the Huntington Reservation in Bay Village have 
long appreciated the sandy beach, cliffside walking path 
and unique water tower landmark. But there were a few 

things missing, namely: pleasant restrooms, walleye sandwiches 
and craft beer.

Last year, the Cleveland Metroparks began an enhancement 
project to bring more amenities to the lakefront park. With $1.6 mil-
lion from individual and family donors and the Emerald Necklace 
Endowment Fund, the Metroparks was able to build brand new 
restrooms and a picnic area, expand the concession area and restore 
the historic Huntington water tower.

Metroparks officials unveiled the newly updated Huntington 
Reservation with a ribbon-cutting ceremony on May 27. 

The bathrooms were the first improvements of the project, 
Metroparks CEO Brian Zimmerman said during the ceremony, a 
renovation that was overdue for some parkgoers. 

Metroparks unveils enhanced Huntington Reservation

Three generations of the Trager family gather around the propane fire pit at the new Sunset 
Picnic Plaza. See HUNTINGTON page 2
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BAYarts’ Thursday Market 
returns to evenings

by KAREN PETKOVIC

BAYarts’ Thursday Market, now in its 7th year, gets 
bigger and better every year. Last year, due to the 
restrictions related to the pandemic, and with 

minimal staff and available hours, the market was held 
during the day and proved to be a great connector for 
the community in difficult times. BAYarts’ mission is to 
support local artisans and vendors and the market gave 
them this opportunity when many other venues were 
closed. This year, with many restrictions lifted, BAYarts 
will return to evening hours, 4-7 p.m., beginning June 10.

Bay Village resident Valerie Koehler volunteers 
each year at the market.

 See BAYarts page 2
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Zimmerman chuckled 
as he recalled a patron, upon 
seeing the new facilities, com-
menting to a staff member: 
“It’s about damn time.”

Huntington is one of the 
Metroparks’ oldest reserva-
tions and the project design 
team made sure to recognize 
the history of the area, par-
ticularly the water tower that 
houses the concession stand.

The tower was built by 
the land’s former owner, John 
Huntington, to irrigate his 
orchard and vineyard. The 
estate was sold to the Met-
ropolitan Park Authority in 
1927 and the tower remains 
a landmark of the Hunting-
ton Reservation.“The water 
tower has now been basically 
reskinned,” Zimmerman 
said. “It served its purpose 
for more than 30 years for the 
winery and the orchard here 
... but it’s been part of Honey 
Hut and the ice cream here 
for more than 80 years now, 
so it’s truly part of the fabric 
of what this park brings to the 
community.”

The concession stand, 
now called The Noshery, is 
set to feature made-to-order 
food items including salads, 
walleye sandwiches and 
Honey Hut ice cream. It will 
also serve Ohio craft beer and 
Sunset Picnic Plaza is a beau-
tiful open-air space to enjoy 
snacks from The Noshery and 
view the spectacular changing 

of colors as the 
sun sinks below 
the horizon. The 
4 ,200-square-
f o o t  p l a z a 
includes rows of 
picnic tables, a 
propane fire pit, 
and will soon 
have swinging 
benches. The 
space features 
natural landscaping designed 
by Westlake-based Ground 
Works Land Design and its 
owner, Bay resident Tony 
Nasrallah.

Visitors trek to the Bay 
Village waterfront from all 
over the area; the Metroparks 
estimates that more than 
925,000 patrons visited Hun-

tington Beach last year, up 
nearly 100,000 from 2019. The 
park’s new amenities are likely 
to boost those numbers even 
higher this season. 

Citizens participate 
in writing, editing, 

photographing and delivering this newspaper. 

The Westlake | Bay Village Observer is a hyperlocal 
community newspaper and website written by,  for 
and about the residents of Westlake and Bay Village,  
providing perspectives and information about topics 
and events in our community. The mission of the 
Westlake | Bay Village Observer is to inform, involve 
and energize the community through the participation 
of the 1,200+ community volunteers. All Westlake and 
Bay Village residents are invited to participate.

To join in, sign up through the Member Center at 
wbvobserver.com/members to submit your stories, 
photos and events.  (We don’t share information)                                   

All content should be submitted through the online 
Member Center, not by email.

Letters to the editor (max. 300 words) may be sent 
to tara@wbvobserver.com. Please include full contact 
information. 

Business promotional articles will not be published. 
Contact us for advertising rates.

QUESTIONS? Contact: staff@wbvobserver.com or 
440-409-0114

The views and opinions expressed in this publication 
do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of 
the Westlake | Bay Village Observer staff.
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Many new and familiar ven-
dors will participate including fresh 
produce, personal care, bakery, and 

handmade clothing. Food trucks will 
be back and the new extended patio 
at Chatty’s Pizzeria will serve easy-to-
carry fare. 

New this year: live music from local 
artists, trying something new, experi-
menting, getting back in the swing after 

a year of no gigs, a warm-up to BAYarts’ 
summer concert series which will kick 
off June 20 with School of Rock. 

The market is free with plenty of 
on-the grass parking. Interested ven-
dors can join the market anytime by 
contacting karen@bayarts.net. 

BAYarts             
from front page    

The new changing rooms and restrooms at Huntington Reservation. 

The Huntington water tower and The Noshery concession stand.

Cleveland Metroparks CEO Brian Zimmerman, center, cuts the ceremonial ribbon at 
Huntington Reservation, flanked by Mayor Paul Koomar, left, and Tony Nasrallah.

PH
O

TO
S 

BY
 D

EN
N

Y
 W

EN
D

EL
L



Join in at www.wbvobserver.com

                                                                                                                    WESTLAKE | BAY VILLAGE OBSERVER • 2 JUNE 2021 3

Take summer courses at Tri-C! 

Transfer credits seamlessly
• Reverse transfer options
• Statewide transfer guarantees
• University partnerships
tri-c.edu/transfer

Affordable tuition
tri-c.edu/payingforcollege

Choose from three  
summer sessions
June 1, June 14, July 6

Convenient  
campus locations
tri-c.edu/campuses

tri-c.edu
216-987-6000

Earn your  
degree  
sooner!

21-0294

BAY DAYS 2010

Kiwanis Club of Bay Village

SAVE 

  THE DATES! BAY DAYS 2021BAY DAYS 2021BAY DAYS 2021BAY DAYS 2021
CARNIVAL RIDES • FOOD • LIVE MUSIC • FIREWORKS  

 June 30 - July 3  FIREWORKS JULY 3  
 CAHOON MEMORIAL PARK (at Lake & Cahoon Roads) • BAY VILLAGE 

Bay Village Mayor Paul Koomar presented his annual state of the 
city address on May 20 at Dwyer Center.

PH
O

TO
 B

Y
 D

EN
N

Y
 W

EN
D

EL
L

Bay Village Mayor Koomar addresses state of the city
by TARA WENDELL

It wasn’t the best of 
years, but it wasn’t the 
worst of years, either, 

as Bay made it through the 
pandemic-marred 2020 in 
pretty good shape. Mayor 
Paul Koomar shared an over-
view of last year’s activity in 
his annual State of the City 
address at the Dwyer Center 
on May 20.

On the financial side, 
Bay’s income tax receipts for 
the year ended on budget. 
Income taxes, which make 
up more than half of the 
city’s general fund revenue, 
did drop during the pan-
demic, but were buoyed by 
a strong start.

The city received more 
than $1.2 million in CARES 
Act funding which was used 
for pandemic-related needs 
including public safety per-

sonnel, cleaning supplies, 
personal protective equip-
ment and telework expenses.

The community servic-
es department was among 
the hardest hit by Covid-19 
restrictions. Leslie Selig and 
her staff used the downtime 
to train their focus on under-
served seniors. The depart-
ment conducted a resident 
survey and discovered that 
people wanted help to stay 
in their homes as they age. 
The Aging in Place initia-
tive was launched to con-
nect people with resources 
such as snow removal, lawn 
care, home repair and home 
modification services.

The department also 
relied on volunteers to help 
provide services, with the 
city joining forces with com-
munity groups and clergy to 
make sure residents’ needs 
were met.

Progress continues on 
the “Stay in Bay” mixed-use 
zoning overlay that began 
in late 2019. The plan to 
modernize the city’s build-
ing code was expected to be 
completed in June 2020 but 
suffered delays due to the 
pandemic. The overlay has 
been approved with a few 
modifications by Planning 
Commission and is now in 
front of City Council. Mayor 
Koomar stated that it may be 
on the ballot for residents to 
consider this November.

Also on tap for 2021 are: 
completion of the Cahoon 
Park master plan to control 
erosion and allow for better 
access to the lakefront, 
rebuilding the Cahoon Park 
restrooms, installing addi-
tional playground equip-
ment in Bradley Road Park, 
and a number of bridge and 
pavement capital projects. 

Westlake Toastmasters 497 
celebrates 34th anniversary
by ADAM BROWN

The Westlake Toastmasters Club 
497, hosted its 34th anniversary 
celebration on May 26. The club 

regularly held its meetings at Westlake 
Porter Public Library prior to the COVID-
19 shutdown and is currently meeting 
virtually on the Zoom platform. This club 
has a tradition of excellence that it has 
maintained since chartering on May 1, 
1987.

Toastmasters is an international 
organization that upholds a mission to 
empower others to become more effective 
communication and leadership skills.

Many members of this club have 
served in District 10 leadership within 
Toastmasters, covering the majority of 
the Northeast Ohio area. They have had 
great influence over the direction of Dis-
trict 10 and in their careers!  Currently, 
Alisha Smith-Kirk, the club's Immediate 

Past President, serves as the District 10 
Director, while Loren Dill, club secretary, 
serves as an Area Director. 

Smith-Kirk says, “Toastmasters is 
a learn-by-doing experience. Joining a 
Toastmasters Club instantly connects 
you to a network of supportive individuals 
seeking to enhance their communication 
and leadership skills with a common goal 
of developing greater self-confidence and 
personal growth.”

Club President Adam Brown says, 
“Toastmasters has changed the directory 
of my personal and professional life for 
the better. I have more confidence in the 
skill sets of communication and leader-
ship that help me run my personal train-
ing business.”

To learn more about how Toastmas-
ters can help you find your voice, visit 
Westlake Toastmasters Club 497 online 
at 497.toastmastersclubs.org, or email 
westlaketoastmasters497@gmail.com. 
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“We love it!”

“It’s exciting!”

“It’s so much fun!”

“I caught a fish!”

“We ‘Wear It’ to be safe.”

SAFEBOATINGCAMPAIGN.COM

And love the life!

27100 Knickerbocker Road, Bay Village   |   (440 ) 871-3234   |    KnickerbockerApartments.us

❧ 62 & Older
❧  Pet Friendly
❧  E�ciencies & 1 Bedrooms
❧ Senior Transportation Available
❧  Independent Living
❧  Resident Activities
❧ A�ordable Shopping Nearby
❧  On-Site Eliza Jennings Health Clinic

24 Hour Emergency Service     Live-In Manager

BMS students recognized for drug prevention awareness posters

Seventh-grade Bay Middle 
School students partici-
pated in the school’s 11th 

annual Drug Prevention Aware-
ness Poster Contest, coordinated 
by art teacher Greg Leininger, 
in conjunction with the spring 
drug education unit and our 
state’s drug awareness month. 

Supported once again 
this year by our generous Bay 
Kiwanis, gift certificates were 
presented to the first, second, 
third and fourth place winners, 
along with Judges’ Choice and 
Super Creative award winners.

“Kiwanis is proud to sup-
port this program,” said Bay 
Kiwanis representative Foster 
McMasters. Coordinators of 
the program added: “We are so 
glad the students and teach-
ers take time to discuss drug 
awareness and prevention and 
do creative projects around 
this important issue.” 

American Legion to retire flags
by JIM POTTER

It’s flag retirement time 
again. As part of Flag Day 
weekend, the Bay Village 

American Legion will be con-
ducting a Flag Retirement Cer-
emony for old, worn and faded 
flags on Friday, June 11, at the 

Post home at 695 Cahoon Road, 
just North of the White Oaks 
Restaurant.

 There is a collection box 
located next to the front door 
to place the flags in.

 The Legion conducts the 
flag retirements twice a year, 
once as part of Flag Day week 

and again on Veterans Day in 
November.

 Membership in the Ameri-
can Legion is open to any vet-
eran who has been honorably 
discharged from the service. For 
details please call Vice Com-
mander Joe Cronin at 216-521-
7849. 

The American Legion 
building and flag 
collection box.

Right: George 
Maloof at a past flag 
retirement ceremony.

Pictured, from left (sitting): Isaiah Pereira, first place; Molly Keane, second place; Martin Hausler, third place; Sophia DiCicco, 
fourth place; (standing, front row): Avery Schriner; Anne Weber, Maeve McFarland, Zoe Norcross, Anna Losey, Oliver Brown, 
Storey Kocon, Olivia Stehlik, Hannah Butler; (standing, back row): Aaron Ereditario, Bay Middle School principal; Bay 
Kiwanians Warren Remein and Foster McMasters; and Gregory Leininger, art teacher. 
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Village Project 
welcomes new 
executive director
by DIANE FRYE

The board of directors of 
Village Project is proud 
to announce that Mer-

edith LaVecchia will take over 
the executive director position 
recently vacated by the retiring 
Barb Harrell.

Ms. LaVecchia is a native 
of New Jersey and an alumna 
of the University of Dayton 
with a degree in communica-
tions. She and her husband, 
Patrick, are the parents of three 
children. They are longtime 
residents of Westlake, where 
Meredith previously held the 
position of vice president of 
fundraising for the Westlake 
Demons Athletic Boosters. In 
this position, she helped raise 
more than $150,000 to support 
the athletic program for the 
school district.

Meredith has a long and 
successful history working for 
non-profit organizations. Her 
background includes com-
munications, public relations, 
marketing, event development 
and planning, media involve-
ment, strategic development, 

volunteer/member recruit-
ment, retention and training 
and community collaboration.

Most recently, she held 
the position of Community 
Membership Executive for 
Girl Scouts of North East 
Ohio. Asked what she liked 
most about her previous posi-
tions, she replied that she loves 
working with volunteers and 
youth. It was this combination 
of her passion for collaborat-
ing with people of all ages, 
along with her qualifications, 
experience and personal-
ity, that convinced the search 
committee and board of direc-
tors that they had found the 
candidate with the ideal fit for 
Village Project’s culture.  

Outgoing executive direc-
tor Barb Harrell has been 
working closely with Meredith 
to achieve a smooth transition 
and sings her praises. “She’s 
wonderful! I feel very confident 
that with her enthusiasm and 
experience she will continue to 
support and grow our mission.”

Meredith LaVecchia offi-
cially begins her new position 
on June 7. 

Bay sailors flourish           
on Lake Erie

by MICHAEL FERRY

Have you ever been sailing on 
beautiful Lake Erie? Ask the 
sailors from Bay Sailing what 

it feels like. The Bay Sailing team at the 
Foundry will be competing at the ISSA 
National High School Championships 
in Cleveland on June 5 and 6. Bay joins 
St. Ignatius High School in advancing to 
the Mallory High School Championship 
regatta that will crown the best high 
school sailing team in the USA. Twenty 
teams advancing to the championship 
will converge on Cleveland all the way 
from the Virgin Islands to California to 
Florida.

Spring sailing season at the Foundry 
offers sailors an opportunity to compete 
in tier one, tier two and tier three regat-
tas in grades 7 through 12. The Foundry 
Community Rowing and Sailing Center 
located in the Flats of Cleveland along 
the banks of the Cuyahoga River pro-
vides safe, developmental programs for 
middle and high school students partici-
pating in the sports of rowing and sailing. 
No experience is necessary. Both sailing 
and rowing are exceptional options for 
young adults teaching tenacity, persever-

ance, problem solving and competence. 
Students report that they feel connected 
to the Cuyahoga River and Lake Erie. 
Most importantly, both sports reward 
focus and effort while teaching what it 
means to be part of a team.

To prepare for the qualifier and 
the national regatta, area sail teams at 
the Foundry have been training in two-
person dinghy sailboats – the 420 dinghy 
is an international class recognized by 
the International Sailing Federation. 
The high school sailing program is the 
fastest-growing coed sport today. The 
Midwest region is now the largest district 
in high school sailing, with nearly two 
dozen active teams between Cleveland 
and Columbus.

The Bay Rockets placed second at 
the pre-qualifier regatta in Westerville, 
Ohio, in late April of this year and placed 
first in the qualifier two weeks ago in 
Cleveland. The high school sailing team 
is made up of one senior, five juniors, 
one sophomore and one freshman. 
Spectators are welcome and invited to 
watch the competition from the Cleve-
land Metroparks' Wendy Park, where all 
the action takes place in the Cleveland 
Harbor June 5 and 6. 

The Bay Sailing team celebrates their qualifier results.

Action packed sailing on Lake Erie.

by LORILYNN WOLF

Lakewood Elks Lodge 
#1350 generously donat-
ed the use of its facility 

at 24350 Center Ridge Road 
in Westlake to Connecting for 
Kids for a recent Bowling Fund-
raiser which raised $27,000 for 
the Westlake-based nonprofit. 
In all, 80 bowlers participated 
in the two-week event, which 
was held from Friday, April 30, 
through Saturday, May 8.

“For over a hundred years 
Lakewood Elks Lodge 1350 
has been helping the West 
shore communities and local 
nonprofits like Connecting for 
Kids. We were happy to donate 
the use of our bowling alley for 
the event and look forward to 
supporting the organization 
in the future,” said Brian Gart-
land, Exalted Ruler, Lakewood 
Elks Lodge #1350.

According to Sarah Rinta-
maki, Executive Director 
of Connecting for Kids, the 
local Elks Lodge was the per-
fect place to hold this event 
because it allowed for social 
distancing and adherence to 
CDC guidelines.

“It is difficult to run a fun-

draiser during a pandemic, but 
since the Lodge allowed our 
event to be spread over two 
weeks, we were able to have 
two teams bowling at a time 
on opposite ends of the alley,” 
said Rintamaki. “Not only 
are we grateful that the Elks 
allowed us to use their facil-
ity, but many Elks members 
also bowled themselves and 
volunteered their time to help 
clean, set up lanes and greet 
our guests."

Since the pandemic began, 
Connecting for Kids has fielded 
a record number of calls from 

parents concerned about their 
child’s mental health and skill 
regression. The organization’s 
Family Resource Specialists 
have been able to connect 
families to local resources such 
as alternative schools, tutors, 
advocates, mental health 
counselors, behavior special-
ists, pediatric providers, social 
skills groups, therapists and 
recreational programs. 

The funds raised at this 
event will allow Connecting 
for Kids to further its mission 
of educating and supporting 
families. 

Elks Lodge helps raise $27,000      
for Connecting for Kids

Local Elks members participating in the Bowling Fundraiser.

   Thank You to all of our advertisers who contribute to the Observer! This newspaper is offered free to the  
community thanks to the civic-minded businesses and organizations that support the project through advertising and distribution.

Thanks to all of our advertisers.
 You keep us humming along!
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Show off your green thumbs, 
Westlake!

by ROBERT ROZBORIL

Any Westlake resident who enjoys gar-
dening or landscaping should sign up 
for the 2021 Westlake in Bloom com-

petition!
The June 25 registration deadline will be 

here sooner than you think, with judging set 
to take place July 6-8. 

This year, the free registration process 
will be easier than ever for Westlake residents, 
businesses and institutions. Sign-up forms 
can be completed online through the City's 
website without downloading, emailing or 
mailing a thing.

Paper entry forms are available at West-
lake City Hall, Porter Library, Cahoon Nurs-
ery, Dean’s Greenhouse and Gale’s Westlake 
Garden Center and can be mailed to Westlake 
City Hall, 27700 Hilliard Blvd. 

If you have ever considered entering but 

decided not to, remember that there are a 
number of categories available. Does your 
front yard often get compliments from your 
neighbors? What about your flower boxes or 
hanging baskets? Do you have a particularly 
nice assortment of floral features on your 
patio or maybe around your apartment or 
condominium entrance? Maybe you enjoy 
growing your own food and have a wonder-
ful vegetable garden. Or, if you have a shady 
spot in your yard, you may have a lush shade 
garden to showcase. These are just some 
of the categories that make up Westlake in 
Bloom.

All entrants receive an invitation to the 
awards ceremony in August where the winners 
will receive their awards, presented by Mayor 
Dennis Clough. You could be one of them!

To register and learn more details, visit 
www.cityofwestlake.org/588/Westlake-in-
Bloom. 

Hilliard flower boxes blooming in Westlake
by ROBERT ROZBORIL

Dozens of residents made their way to 
Hilliard Boulevard on a slightly overcast 
Saturday morning on May 22 to add a 

splash of color to the more than 220 flower boxes 
that adorn the median of Westlake's main street.

This annual tradition has been carried on 
by several families who have tended to the same 
boxes for decades and may continue to do so for 
many years to come. And yes, the city waters them.

Each flower box is automatically entered in 
the annual Westlake in Bloom gardening and com-
munity beautification competition, which will be 
accepting entries through June 25.

To learn more about these flower boxes 
and their special place within the City, visit our 
website: www.cityofwestlake.org/850/Hilliard-
Flower-Boxes. 

Kathy Hancy plants a variety of marigolds in a flower box 
commemorating the memory of Howard and Julia Miller.

Zoltan Tamas pauses while working on a flower box that has 
represented his family for more than three decades.

Join the Observer
The Observer is open to all Bay Village 
and Westlake residents who want to 

participate in sharing positive news. It’s 
easy and free to become an Observer. 

Visit our website at wbvobserver.
com and click on Member Center to 

sign up and be a part of this growing 
community project! 

Questions? 
Contact us at 440-409-0114 
or staff@wbvobserver.com 
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PLEASE PROOFREAD.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type 

to stress the importance of a slow 

and steady approach. However, in 

this case, the ability to 

speed-read may prove 

modestly beneficial to 

you. Because the sooner 

you finish, the sooner 

you’ll be reminded of 

the significant value 

in starting to plan for 

retirement early. You 

see, with each tick of the second 

hand, your retirement edges 

closer. Which is why we’ve always 

believed there’s no such thing as 

planning too early. Thanks to the 

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful 

process we’ve employed 

from day one, Raymond 

James advisors have 

helped countless clients 

reach the finish line 

with the necessary 

resources to accomplish 

all the next things they 

wanted to do. It’s time 

to find out what a Raymond 

James financial advisor can do 

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting  
gratuitous, the rooster’s  

commitment to starting early  
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and  
LIFE WELL PLANNED® are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16
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A section of the food pantry, is more than double the size of the old facility.Visitors can stop by the café for a snack or refreshments.

The Joyce Able Schroth Serenity Garden will soon add plants and flowers and be a place to peacefully relax. The garden honors the former longtime director of Westlake's Community Services Department.

Photo gallery of the new Community Services Center in the city of Westlake

The auditorium seats 144 and is equipped with a hearing loop (sometimes called an audio induction loop), a special type of sound system for use by people with hearing aids.
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Lydia Gadd explains fitness equipment for individuals in wheelchairs.The bright and airy fitness room with the latest in exercise equipment.A section of the food pantry, is more than double the size of the old facility.

The Joyce Able Schroth Serenity Garden will soon add plants and flowers and be a place to peacefully relax. The garden honors the former longtime director of Westlake's Community Services Department.

The new Westlake Community Services Center is ready to welcome residents.

The center's main hallway is spacious. Visually informative signage is throughout the center. 

The gathering/dining hall can be divided into two separate rooms providing for flexibility of event spaces.

Photo gallery of the new Community Services Center in the city of Westlake

The auditorium seats 144 and is equipped with a hearing loop (sometimes called an audio induction loop), a special type of sound system for use by people with hearing aids.
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by BETH ZELLERS

Bay Village Community Council 
representatives met via Zoom 
on May 18 to share news and 

notes about their civic organizations. 
Many groups also announced plans for 
summer activities.

The Bay Village American 
Legion and the VFW awarded this 
year’s Military Scholarship Award 
to Hayden Coffman. Hayden has an 
impressive scholastic record, with a 
4.123 GPA over his high school career. 
He was a member of the Marching 
Band, the Symphonic Band and still 
found time to do some acting. Hayden 
served as the captain of the Bay High 
boys soccer team and was selected to 
the All-Conference and All-District 
Teams. As a junior he was chosen to 
be our Buckeye Boys State Representa-
tive. Hayden has accepted an appoint-
ment to The United States Military 
Academy at West Point.  He plans to 
use his Military Scholarship monies to 
defray fees and expenses not covered 
by West Point.

The Bay Village Kiwanis Club 
continues to hold its meetings virtu-
ally. Bay Days will return June 30 to 
July 3. Kiwanis is sponsoring two boys 
baseball teams and two girls softball 
teams this summer. The club contin-
ues to work on BAYarts’ deck, stage 
and other projects. The BHS Key Club’s 
Walk for Water on May 1 raised $12,000 
to dig a fresh water well in South Africa.

The Bay Village Foundation 
welcomed new trustees: Jeffry Elliott, 
Luke Elsass, Sean O’Reilly and Matt 
Peters. Three scholarships were given 
to BHS students and the foundation 
allocated nine grants to local nonprof-
its, totalling just under $24,000.

The Huntington Devotion Chap-
ter of the Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution supplied snacks and 
water to the National Guard at the 
Wolstein Center during vaccine dis-
tributions. The chapter will resume 
meetings in August.

The Lake Erie Nature & Science 
Center continues to offer free gen-
eral admission to indoor and outdoor 
exhibits, Tuesdays through Saturdays, 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Members of the com-
munity are encouraged to call 440-871-
2900, ext. 204 or email wildlife@lensc.
org with wildlife questions and con-
cerns. The Center is offering a number 
of summer camps, virtual field trips 
and programs for all ages. Visit lensc.
org for details.

The Bay Village Green Team is 
hosting monthly waterway cleanups 
around the city. On Saturday, June 12, 
at 11 a.m., the cleanup will be at Reese 
Park. Meet in the parking lot to get gar-
bage bags and grabbers. On Saturday, 
July 10, at 11 a.m., the cleanup will be 
at Cahoon Creek. Meet at the top of the 
sledding hill. Visit the BVGT Facebook 
page for more events.

The Bay Village Branch 
Library’s Summer Reading Program, 
“Tails and Tales,” will run June 5-Aug. 
15. This is a free-choice independent 
reading program to help combat the 
“summer slide” and encourage par-

ticipants to develop a daily reading 
habit. Participants can register online 
or in person at the library. Cuyahoga 
County Public Library will be offer-
ing 40 STEAM (science, technology, 
engineering, art and math) virtual pro-
grams throughout the summer. These 
programs feature presenters including 
the Center for Arts Inspired Learning, 
Progressive Arts Alliance, Lake Erie Ink 
and more. Construction is on track for 
grand opening of the new library in 
Spring 2022.

The PTA Council’s “One Village 
One Book” program is taking place 
again this year.  The book will be 
“Hidden Figures” and the program-
ming around the book will be at adult, 
teen and children’s levels. Safety Town 
is returning this year and will be hosted 
at Normandy.

The Village Bicycle Coopera-
tive is offering Volunteer Shop Time 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays, when 
experienced volunteers are scheduled 
to work on the bikes in the shop. The 
volunteers need to be fully vaccinated 
against Covid-19, masks worn, and 
only 3 people will be in the shop at a 
time. Bike donations will be accepted 
during these hours. Email bobpic-
cirilli@gmail.com. On Wednesdays and 
Saturdays the shop will be open for 
bike sales, donations and “bike talk.” 
All sales will be by check only and 
outside. Bike sales have been brisk to 
date and some hybrids and mountain 
bikes are out of stock. Volunteers will 
be working hard to replenish the sale 
supply. Visit www.villagebicycle.org for 
shop hours and updates.

The Village Project is looking 
forward to having student cooks back 
in the kitchen beginning June 1. New 
Executive Director Meredith LaVecchia 
will begin her tenure on June 7. Project 
Pedal has been postponed.

The League of Women Voters, 
Bay Village Chapter has trained 
speakers willing to talk to any group 
about Ohio’s redistricting process. The 
speakers give talks from 30 to 60 min-
utes including Q&A describing what 
redistricting is, why it is so important 
to a functioning democracy and why 
each citizen needs to be involved this 
year to insure that fair district lines are 
drawn. Contact chapter chair Cynthia 
White, bayvillage@lwvgreatercleveland.
org, for details.

The Bay Village Historical Soci-
ety continues to work on Rose Hill 
Museum inventory. Recent discoveries 
include more than 100 original drafts of 
sermons given during the 1920s at Bay 
Presbyterian Church, music written by 
Lyman A. Tuttle who taught at Baldwin 
Wallace College in the mid-1800s, val-
entines from the 1800s and scrapbooks 
from the late 1800s with postcards and 
various ephemera. The museum is 
tentatively scheduled to reopen on July 
11, with permission from the City. The 
Cleveland Hiking Club is conducting 
a historic Lake Road East Bay Hike on 
June 10, beginning at Reese Park at 8:30 
a.m. The club is hosting a historic Lake 
Road West Bay Hike on June 17, begin-
ning at the Cahoon Gazebo at 8:30 a.m. 
Both hikes are six miles total. 

Bay civic groups share news
BAY VILLAGE COMMUNITY COUNCIL

by JEFF BING

You know, it seems like only yester-
day the Cleveland Indians were 
getting ready for the 1971 season. 

Okay, that statement is obviously a 
stretch. It really feels more like the day 
before yesterday.

There was a lot going on in my life 
at the time. I graduated high school, 
although I’m sure there were many in 
the school system who took issue with 
the wisdom of setting me loose in soci-
ety. Then again, not pushing me through 
meant having me around for another 
school year, which had to be terrifying 
(especially for the English Dept.). I was 
like the Freddie Kitchens of academics.

Regardless, after I was given my own 
walking papers in the form of a diploma, 
I’m pretty sure the school system com-
pletely re-designed their evaluation pro-
cess. In an ironic twist, it pretty much 
mirrors what the Indians organization 
did during the 1971 season.

Anyway, 1971 marked the end of the 
Alvin Dark era. Dark was the golden boy 
of 1968, when he took the 1967 group 
of misfits and managed them an 86-75 
record in 1968, good for third place in 
the American League (which also was 
the final year before MLB baseball 
leagues split into divisional play). After 
the success of 1968, Dark eventually also 
assumed the role of general manager, 
replacing Gabe Paul, who had feuded 
with Dark on several occasions regarding 
personnel decisions. Many point to this 
as the “beginning of the end” of the Dark 
regime and the beginning of the Dark Era 
(appropriately named, eh?) of Cleveland 
baseball, which would ultimately last a 
quarter of a century.

Dark’s tenure in Cleveland was a 
roller coaster ride: After the 86-75 “mir-

acle” of 1968, the Indians nose-dived to 
62-99 in 1969, rebounded somewhat in 
1970 at 76-86, and then, well, 1971.

The Indians, incredibly enough, 
won three of their first four games that 
season, yet, more incredibly, still man-
aged to finish the month of April with a 
record of 6-14. The Indians played so-so 
at times, as even the worst of teams do 
over 162 games, but ultimately Alvin Dark 
was fired when the Indians were mired at 
the bottom of the division at 42-61.

It wasn’t all Dark’s fault. For instance, 
Steve Hargan, one of the Indians’ better 
pitchers to emerge from the Tribe’s farm 
system in the ‘60s, who had recorded an 
11-3 record with a 2.90 ERA in 1970, was 
injured during the year and continued to 
pitch anyway. He finished with a record 
of 1-13 (no, that’s not a typo) with an ERA 
of 6.19 (unfortunately, not a typo either). 
The team finished the 1971 season with 
a dismal 60-102 record.

The problems that plagued the Indi-
ans were many: As noted above, key inju-
ries were one. Because they were always 
cash-poor (they only drew 591,000 fans 
in 1971 and TV revenue was not what 
it is today), they constantly traded the 
little talent they had for (stop me if you’ve 
heard this before) a bunch of less talented 
players with the hope one or two might 
make it (but rarely did they).   

Unfortunately, this cycle repeated 
itself many times, all the way up through 
the mid-'80s, when Dick Jacobs bought 
the team and concentrated on build-
ing a top-flight baseball organization, 
which didn’t begin to bear any fruit until 
the early '90s. The thing is, he went in 
knowing he had to spend money to make 
money.

Unfortunately, current ownership is 
only concentrating on the second half of 
that equation. 

The 1971 Tribe in a word: 
Unbelievable

SPORTING VIEWS

Meet the Mayor
The Westlake | Bay Village Observer will be sponsoring 

Westlake Mayor Dennis Clough's State of the City address 
at the Community Services Center on Tuesday, July 13, at 
7:00 p.m. The event is open to the public. 

Mayor Clough answers questions from residents following his 2019 address.
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PLEASE PROOFREAD.

JUNE 30 – JULY 3

Bay Days Entertainment! Bay Days Entertainment! 
Live at the Gazebo at 7 p.m.

CLIP & SAVE THIS SCHEDULE

Wednesday, June 30 • SLOPPY JOE BAND                  
Classic rock, blues and R&B hits from the ‘60s through ‘80s. 

Thursday, July 1 • THE BELAIRS                  
An energetic six-piece 1950s-’60s band. 

Friday, July 2 • THE GEEZE CATS
Some cool old guys playing a mixture of rock ‘n’ roll, doo-wop, and 
improv comedy. 

Saturday, July 3 • RADIO HOUNDS
Rock and Roll live, as it should be! 

by Dr. Brian Thompson

As we go through the maze of life with its twists and turns,           
 its high points and low points, we may ask ourselves, 

“What is the meaning of life?”; “Why am I here?”; “What 
should be my purpose?”;  “How can I make a difference?”; 
and many other questions.

All of these questions are answered in 66 books, the 
collection of which has consistently been a bestseller for 
many years. Now, one of these books, the book we know 
as “Hebrews,” is under a special focus of study by our local 
CrossPointe Community.

CrossPointe Community challenges you to also study the 
book of Hebrews by doing the following:

• Do a personal reading/study of Hebrews; or

• Attend the in-person study of Hebrews at CrossPointe 
at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesdays starting in June; or

• Sign up to receive and read the written highlights of the 
study, which will be available after each session; or

• Best of all, do all three.

For more information, visit the CrossPointe Community 
website at ourcrosspointe.com, or simply call 440-835-0243, 
or just drop in before the start of any of the study sessions.

CrossPointe Community
1800 Columbia Road

Westlake

WONDERFUL DISCOVERIES

Bay Boat Club receives the Ohio Clean Marina Gold Award. Pictured, 
from left: Matt Dailey, Past Commodore; Sarah Orlando, manager, Ohio 
Clean Marinas; Fred Drenkhan, Commodore; Bob Dorin and Richard 
Gash, trustees; and Mayor Paul Koomar.

Bay Boat Club receives gold award
by RICHARD GASH

Nationally, 2020 was a record 
year for new boat and paddle 
craft sales. So this year, the 

significance of National Safe Boat-
ing Week, May 22 through May 28, 
increased with all these new boaters 
on the water. According to the National 
Safe Boating Council, the observance 
of this week is the annual kick-off of 
the Safe Boating Campaign, a global 
awareness effort that encourages boat-
ers to make the most of their boating 
adventure by being responsible.

In Bay Village, the Bay Boat Club 
celebrated the start of the boating 
season on May 22. The proceedings 
started with Mayor Paul Koomar read-
ing a proclamation declaring support 
for the goals of the Safe Boating Cam-
paign. Koomar urged us all to prac-
tice safe boating habits and to wear 
a life jacket at all times while boat-
ing. He also encouraged all boaters to 
have their boats inspected to federal 
safety standards. To back up Mayor 
Koomar's suggestion, Bay Boat Club 
had vessel inspectors from the U.S. 
Coast Guard Auxiliary – Bill Ferry, Jack 
Benton and Greg Little, Division Com-
mander – examine members' boats.

Inspectors found important safety 
issues on two of the four boats exam-
ined. One boat had the battery cables 
reversed. It was corrected, and the bat-
tery and electronic equipment were 
saved from destruction. In the second 
boat, the inspectors found a brittle and 
broken air exhaust hose, which means 
even if the blower was on, the poten-
tially explosive gasoline fumes were 
not being exhausted from the engine 
compartment.

On a lighter note, Sarah Orlando, 
manager of the Ohio Clean Marina 
program, presented a Gold Burgee 
to the club. She stated that "Bay Boat 
Club is one of only 13 marinas in the 
state of Ohio to achieve the gold award 
and that level of clean environmental 
operation."

The Bay Sea Scouts and the B.B.C. 
officers and trustees, Tom Reichert 
and Bob Dorin, assisted in making 
it all possible. The scouts made and 
installed a used fishing line collector. 
They also installed a cigarette butt 
bin and will be responsible for their 
maintenance.

Sea Scout leader and grill master 
Scott Engel capped the celebrations by 
cooking up hot dogs and icing down 
pop and water enjoyed by all. 

by GEORGE J. RYAN

Old oak. New oak. A squirrel planted the new oak. It is spring 
and now the young oak is putting out its little buds. New little 
oak looks upward and looks forward in its life to being the 
mighty oak that its mighty tall parent was. In human life so 
often it is the same in time.

Reflections
POETRY & PROSE

Promote your business and give a voice 
to over 40 civic groups who work in 

partnership with the Observer to get the 
word out about good things happening in 

our community. Call 440-409-0114.

ADVERTISE                     
IN THE 

OBSERVER
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by JENNIFER HARTZELL

A few weeks ago I wrote about how 
the Bay Village Green Team was 
going to host Chad McGreevey, 

funeral director at Zeis-McGreevey Funeral 
Home in Lakewood and Berry-McGreevey 
Funeral Home in Westlake. Chad is one of 
13 owner/operators licensed by the Green 
Burial Council out of 1,300 funeral homes 
in Ohio. To obtain this certification, rigor-
ous standards and qualifications must be 
met. The Zoom meeting, held on May 10, 
was extremely informative, and I wanted 
to share some of what I learned.

The “lawn” cemetery became popular 
in the Victorian era, and the use of pesti-
cides, herbicides, and fertilizers within 
these types of cemeteries have become very 
common. Among the 22,500 cemeteries 
in the United States, 4.3 million gallons of 
embalming fluid – which includes 827,060 
gallons of formaldehyde – are buried EVERY 
YEAR. In addition to this, also buried yearly 
are 20 million board feet of hardwood, 1.6 
tons of concrete, 17,000 tons of copper and 
bronze as well as 64,000 tons of steel. Buri-
als today have evolved into being anything 
BUT environmentally sustainable.

So, you may be thinking to yourself: 

well, I plan to be cremated. I’m sorry to tell 
you that cremation is also not an environ-
mentally friendly option. Cremation uses 
fossil fuels to maintain the 1,900-degree 
heat for the two hours that it takes to cre-
mate a body. The cremation process also 
releases mercury and other elements into 
the air and water. It also produces 250+ 
pounds of carbon dioxide per cremation. 
Emission byproducts of cremation include 
nitrogen oxide, sulfur dioxide, dioxins, and 
particulates. Yikes!

Green/natural burials are – and always 
have been – a part of Judaism and Islam. 
However, they are not called “green” burials 
in these faiths, they are simply “burials.” 
When people who are part of the Jewish or 
Muslim faith die, they are buried quickly, 
and embalming is forbidden. It is inter-
esting that the rest of the world’s customs 
have veered so far away from these simpler 
traditions. 

As I listened to Chad speak, I won-
dered to myself if we collectively realize 
how much of a liability to the earth we 
become when we die? And why on earth 
(pun intended) would we want to be such 
a liability? The good news is that we don’t 
have to be a liability. We can choose to 
become one with the earth, enriching the 

earth rather than polluting it. 
Green burials aim to preserve or 

restore habitat, conserve natural resources, 
and reduce carbon emissions. Toxic chemi-
cals are eliminated. Wood or metal caskets 
are not used. Vaults that are made from 
concrete, fiberglass or plastic are avoided. 
Green burials encourage locally sourced, 
biodegradable containers, and some don’t 
use any containers, only shrouds/cloth.

Green burials do not cause or con-
taminate water tables. Soil is actually the 
world’s best filter as all toxins contained in 
the body get filtered out naturally. Animal 
disturbances have not been reported. 
Natural burials are also less expensive than 
traditional; they may cost less than half of 
a traditional full-service burial.

You may be thinking, “but embalming 
is important for the visitation!” Embalming 
does temporarily preserve the body, but 
not indefinitely. During a natural burial, 
it is possible to keep bodies cool for a few 
days, enabling traditional practices to con-
tinue, such as visitation, church, proces-
sion, etc. Embalming is not necessary.

Embalming prevents active, natural 
decay of the body. In a natural burial, it 
takes between 6 weeks to 2 years for soft 
tissue to disintegrate. After about 20 years, 

the entire body will have returned to the 
earth, becoming one with the earth. Hon-
estly, it’s such a lovely, natural way to honor 
the earth that sustained our lives while we 
lived. We can sustain the earth after our 
souls no longer inhabit our bodies. How 
awesome is that?

Where is it possible to have a green 
burial in Cleveland? There are a few 
options. Riverside Cemetery is a hybrid 
cemetery, meaning it offers traditional 
burials as well as natural burials. All Souls 
Cemetery in Chardon is also hybrid cem-
etery. Lastly, you can choose to have a 
100% natural burial at Foxfield Preserve 
in Wilmot, Ohio (south of Canton). People 
buried here literally become one with 
nature, which is how humans have been 
buried throughout time. It is a gorgeous 
nature preserve, and does not utilize any 
pesticides/fertilizers, etc. All plants on the 
property are native species. If families want 
to mark a plot with flowers or a tree, they 
may do that there. Foxfield Preserve is a 
nonprofit organization, with the goal of 
giving back to the earth in death.

OK, I know this is all a little dark and 
uncomfortable to read, but it’s a reality that 
most of us should think about and com-
municate our wishes with loved ones. If 
you do not want to be a liability to the earth 
for hundreds – or thousands – of years, 
please consider writing your wishes down 
in your will and ensuring your loved ones 
are aware of how you want to be buried. 

Learning more about green burials
THE GREEN REPORT

by MARY BETH SCHNEIDLER

Anyone who has spent any time in 
Westlake has most likely enjoyed 
good times at Clague Park at the 

corner of Hilliard and Clague. The park is 
officially named “Clague Memorial Park” 
and was generously donated to Westlake 
(Dover Village at the time) on Oct. 26, 
1926, by Walter and Sophronia Clague, 
the last remaining survivors of the nine 
children of Robert and Margaret Clague.

Neither Walter nor his sister, Soph-
ronia, ever married and were the last of 
the family to reside on the 78-acre farm. 
Walter had planned for 40 years prior to 
his death to donate the land to the Village 
of Dover for the explicit use as a park for 
the residents of this beautiful area. As the 
inscription on the large granite monu-
ment located in the park across from the 
Clague family home, now known as the 
Clague House Museum, reads:

"40 years ago, Walter Clague desired 
to donate his property for a park, when 
the opportune time came. This desire 
was realized on Sat. Oct. 26, 1926, when 
Dover Village accepted the 78 acres on 
Clague Rd. for park purposes, which park 
to be called the Clague Memorial Park, 
both name and park, for all time."

Clague Park then officially became 
the first public park in Westlake.

However, the  land did not much 
resemble a park. The 12 acres where the 
Clague home was located is listed on plot 
maps as “plowed land.” The nearly 66 
acres on the west side of Clague just north 
of Hilliard were designated as meadows, 
plowed land and 36 acres of woods. In 
fact, it was Sophronia’s wish that the 
wooded land remain filled with live trees. 
However, when roads needed to be built 
and development occurred, some of 

these trees were 
cut down.

Fortunate-
ly, Sophronia's 
wishes are still 
quite evident 
on the western 
border of the 
land that is 
blanketed in 
a large forest 
of trees and in areas where the city has 
continued to plant more trees. The fore-
sight of the two Clague siblings certainly 
provided a beautiful park for all of us that 
will continue to welcome many people of 
all ages for centuries to come.

Over the years many wonderful 
developments have occurred on this 
land. One of the first was the build-
ing of the Clague Cabin located on the 
western end of the property. After the 
Great Depression of the 1930s, under 
the New Deal under President Franklin 
Roosevelt, federal funds were given to 
Dover Village which the village chose to 
use to develop the park. Fences were torn 
down, orchards and old grape vineyards 
removed, and roads built to access the 
parkland. Many pine trees were planted, 

especially on the northern property line.
A very important structure was also 

built: the Clague Cabin, built from native 
stone from quarries located by Bradley 
Woods. In the 1950s The Westlake Wom-
en’s Club raised funds to install indoor 
plumbing to provide the first restrooms 
in the park. This cabin has hosted many 
gatherings over the past 65+ years by 
groups of all ages. Check it out the next 
time you visit the park!

The Clague House, located in front 
of the newly constructed ball diamonds 
and the Clague Playhouse, is now known 
as the Clague House Museum and an 
inside visit will certainly walk you back 
in time to learn more about our town 
from the 1820s on.

I loved reading Vivian Stetz’s account 

of living in the Clague house after the 
Clague family had all passed away. She 
recounts that “there was no plumbing, a 
pump at the kitchen sink provided water, 
gas lights lit the rooms and chandeliers 
pulled down to light kerosene lamps. 
There were three red buildings behind 
the house ... a small shed type structure, 
a barn (now houses the Playhouse) and 
a larger barn.” It was a unique house but 
Vivian was glad when she moved!

The park has truly developed over 
the years – ball diamonds were added, 
a playground, a municipal pool, tennis 
courts and a gazebo used by all, many 
special events at Memorial Day, fireworks 
and car shows on the 4th of July, all-star 
baseball games and many family picnics. 
The park is filled with year-round activi-
ties.

The large ball diamonds as you enter 
the park have hosted many baseball and 
softball events. I can recall a story that 
my mother told about looking forward 
when she was younger to traveling from 
the city of Cleveland to Clague Park to 
play ball on these special fields ... imag-
ine how she felt when she returned there 
to watch her daughter, her grandchildren 
and her great-grandchildren enjoy spe-
cial games at these same fields!

Clague Pond was formed in the 
1920s when Walter Clague had earth 
removed from an area by Sperry Creek 
opposite his Clague Road home. A dam 
was formed and the excavation filled 
with water – today’s Clague Park Pond. 
The city has created a beautiful, tran-
quil area to walk and enjoy the beauty of 
the park. It is the home of hundreds of 
waterfowl. Rocks have been placed along 
the edges to prevent erosion and the city 
does a great deal to maintain the beauty 
of this pond and the park.

How fabulous that the Clague family 
enabled Clague Park to happen ... What 
a golden, beautiful Westlake treasure! 

Clague Park: A beautiful Westlake treasure

Clague Park pond and bridge

Clague House Museum

Clague Cabin
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by MEL MAURER

In terms of football, it was a good 
game but in terms of sportsmanship 
and fun, it was a great game. Without 

the players knowing it, “sandlot” ball was 
reborn.

I took my 7-year-old great-grand-
son, Stephen, to the field on the Westlake 
Rec Center property with a small foot-
ball. As we threw it to each other, a boy or 
two would ask if they could play with us 
– of course. And then all the boys asked 
other boys – and girls – if they wanted to 
play. As the group got bigger, I retreated 
to a bench to watch them play.

As a father walked by with his two 
sons they were asked to play – they did 
and their dad was recruited to join too. 

Another dad, who was watching his son 
play, also joined in the fun. Each dad, 
now QBs for each side, then selected 
their players.

At one point there were about 12 
kids, ages 5-7, Black, Brown, White, boys, 
girls divided equally as possible into two 
enthusiastic teams. I would have volun-
teered to be a ref but none was needed 
– there were no disputes and really no 
rules to break, as the young ones ran the 
ball, caught or dropped the ball, some-
times sharing each others’ huddles. One 
5-year-old girl scored a touchdown to the 
delight of all the players.

An older, white-haired, rotund man 
watching from another bench with his 
wife could not resist joining the fun – on 
defense – for a team. His talent was loudly 

growling at the opposition – making both 
teams erupt in giggles. One play was 
enough for him, as he came back to his 
bench to use his inhaler – despite pleas 
from the kids to stay in the game.

Oddly, there were no parents or 
grandparents to be seen or to enjoy the 
game – maybe watching other children – 
also no yelling from the sidelines for the 
kids or the coaches or a missing ref to do 
better. The game ended after almost two 
hours when Stephen and I had to leave 
– taking our ball and memories with us.

Sometimes we hear when serious 
matters are being discussed, “This isn’t 
a game.” Well, maybe it should be if it 
could be played as these young ones 
played – with no prejudice of any kind, 
with equal opportunity to participate, 
with great fairness and with everyone 
having a good time.

We can a learn a lot from kids like 
this. 

Bay Board of Education: May 17 meeting overview
by LWV observer JANE BLACKIE

The Bay Village Board of Educa-
tion met for its regular Board 
meeting on Monday, May 17, at 

Bay Middle School with the following 
members in attendance: Beth Lally, 
Scott Schulz, Vice President Dave 
Vegh, and Paul Vincent. Board Presi-
dent Lisa Priemer was not in atten-
dance. The meeting was called to order 
at 6:30 p.m.

Public comments: Some parents 
asked the Board to identify a timeline 
for lifting the wearing of face masks and 
the dismantling of the plexiglass units 
around students’ desks. 

Recognition of retirements: Sev-
eral staff retirements were celebrated. 
Those thanked for their service to Bay 
Schools included: Anne Budzik, middle 
school teacher; Mary Jeanne Farmer, 
Westerly secretary; Deborah Farver, 
Westerly aide; Lorraine Krauss, Glen-
view; Martha Patton, Assistant Super-
intendent Special Services; and Lynne 
Tijanich, Westerly teacher.

Recognition of 25 years of ser-
vice: Westerly aide, Debra Kerver; 
Westerly teacher, Dawn Robinson; and 
Michelle Walsh, St. Raphael secretary 
were lauded for their contributions to 
the District.

Curriculum: Director of Teach-
ing and Learning Char Shryock noted 
the "One School, One Book" program 
at Normandy. She reported that state 
testing went well, and the Rocket Family 
Summer webpage is now live. Prepory 
will be conducting a Summer College 
Bootcamp for the Class of '22. Addi-
tionally, ESSER II and ESSER III funds 
will be used to help close the learning 
gaps caused by the pandemic. The Care 
Coordinator position and, possibly, a 
Literacy Coordinator will also be funded 
from this source. The District website 
is underway, and Chromebooks have 
been ordered.

Facial coverings: Superintendent 
Jodie Hausmann said that the target 
date to decide COVID protocols for the 
2021-22 school year is the end of July. 
The District is waiting for more infor-

mation from the State of Ohio before 
this decision can be made. Superin-
tendent Hausmann acknowledged the 
frustration of the past year and thanked 
parents, staff and students for their 
patience. At the time of the meeting, 
although the rate of infection in Bay 
Village was very low, the numbers in 
Cuyahoga County were still high.

Consent Items: Several items were 
presented to the Board for approval. 
They included the minutes for the April 
meeting; certified and classified person-
nel salary changes; donations from Bay 
Rockets Association for Home of the 
Rockets, individual donations for STEM 
Academy and an individual donation of 
a workbench for Glenview Center. Also, 
a request for approval was submitted 
by the Bay Band for an overnight trip to 
Orlando, Florida, in April 2022. Technol-
ogy needs include a request for a con-
tract with Repair Care Plus to cover tech-
nology support for K-12 Chromebooks; 
a three-year contract with Public School 
Works; and the renewal of a contract 
with Connect ITC. All of the requests 

were approved by the Board.
Superintendent Update: Superin-

tendent Hausmann had nothing further 
to add.

Treasurer Update: Treasurer 
Meghan Rohde asked that the Board 
approve financial reports for March and 
April 2021 which it did. 

The Treasurer provided a detailed 
five-year forecast for fiscal years 2021-
2025 that can be found on the Board 
website attached to the May 17 meet-
ing agenda. At the time of the forecast, 
the State of Ohio funding formula for 
2022-23 had not been voted into law. 
The forecast will be adjusted accord-
ingly when that information becomes 
available. Federal stimulus funds are 
not included in the forecast. The Board 
adopted the changes made in May to the 
five-year forecast.

The Board approved funding for the 
renewal of the Petroleum Underground 
Storage Tank Financial Assurance Fund.

The next regular Board meeting is 
Monday, June 7, at 6:30 p.m. Meetings 
are open to the public. 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

Please proofread.

THURSDAY MARKET
Dozens of artisans, live music, pooches
JUNE 10 thru SEPT 4 - 8 pm

SUNDAY CONCERTS
Free w/reservation.  7 - 9 pm 
Concessions & libations for purchase 

JUNE 20 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . School of Rock
JUNE 27 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  HooDoo BBQ
JULY 11  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Portersharks
JULY 18  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Silver June
AUGUST 1 . . . . . . . . . . .  Chris Allen Band
AUGUST 8  . . . . . . . . . Moko Bovo (5 - 7) 
           Maura Rogers & the Bellows (7 - 9) 
AUGUST 15  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kingfish

CLEVELAND SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL
JULY 25
Romeo & Juliet
Free w/reservation. 7 pm curtain

GROUNDWORKS DANCE THEATER
JULY 15, 16
Ticket required. 7 pm

MOONDANCE Annual Benefit
SEPT 11 Ticket required

TICKETS & DETAILS: www.BAYarts.net

Note: CDC safety mandates will be followed; masks are 
mandatory inside all Metroparks buildings.

CLIP & SAVE

The return of sandlot football

An impromptu game of "sandlot football" broke out recently at the Westlake Rec Center.
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by ELAINE WILLIS

Following is Westlake Porter 
Public Library’s early June 2021 
calendar of events. All programs 
are subject to change. Please 
check westlakelibrary.org or 
follow the library on Facebook 
and Twitter (@WestlakePorter) 
for the latest updates.

June 1 to Aug. 1 – Summer 
Library Challenge – WPPL’s 
annual Summer Reading Chal-
lenge starts June 1 and lasts 
through Aug. 1. Kids, teens and 
adults can earn prize entries 
by reading books and eBooks 
and completing activities like 
attending library programs. Log 
your reading and activities on 
Beanstalk either by computer 
or on the Beanstalk Tracker app 
for Android or iOS. To register, 
find printable logs and more 
information, visit westlakeli-
brary.org/summer.

Friday, June 4 (4-4:30 p.m.) 
Cup of Science (Live) – Join 
Miss Holly on Facebook or You-
Tube for a fun science video 
about the Spring Pond! For 
ages 4-6.

Friday, June 4 (4-4:45 p.m.) 
Fun Science Friday – Join Mrs. 
K to explore the life cycle of a 
frog & listen to the sounds of 
a spring pond. Discoveries will 
be made through hands-on 
experiments, active partici-
pation & a simple take-home 
project. Ages 4-6, through 
kindergarten. This program is 
in-person, weather permitting. 
Staff will make every effort to 
notify you in a timely manner 
if we cannot meet in person. 
There will be a coordinating 
Cup of Science video at 4 p.m. 
on June 4 on Facebook or You-
Tube in the event the in-person 
program has to be canceled due 
to weather conditions. Please 
register every person that will 
be attending, including chil-
dren and adults. Caregivers 
must stay with their child(ren) 
during programming. Masks 
are required for anyone ages 2+.

Saturday, June 5 (9 a.m.-6 
p.m.) STEAM Maker Lab 
Supply Pick-Up – Register to 
learn more about solar energy. 
Kits available in the Youth Ser-
vices Department starting June 
5. Grades 3-5. Note: Registra-
tion for the pick-up also regis-
ters you for the June 12 STEAM 
Maker program on Zoom. 
Please provide an email address 
to receive Zoom instructions 
before the program.

Saturday, June 5 (11-11:30 
a.m.) Adapted Storytime 
(Live) – Join us for this Zoom 
storytime designed for children 
who may not be successful in 
a typical storytime. Content is 
geared toward ages 3-7 years. 
Registration begins June 5. 
Participants must provide an 

email address to receive Zoom 
instructions.

Monday, June 7 (9 a.m.-9 
p.m.) Babysitter’s Club Activ-
ity Bag Pick-Up: Stacey’s 
Bag – Calling all babysitters! 
Welcome to the Babysitters 
Club. Pick up your Babysitters 
Club activity bags at the Youth 
Services Desk. Grades 5-8. 
Please register.

Monday, June 7 (9 a.m.-9 
p.m.) Tween Craft Pick-Up 
– Come to the Youth Services 
Department starting today for 
a tween craft kit! Kits will be 
available for pick-up through 
Sunday, June 13, unless other 
arrangements are made. Grades 
4-6. While supplies last. Please 
register.

Mondays, June 7 and 21 
(9 a.m.-9 p.m.) Teen Craft 
Pick-Up – Come to the Youth 
Services Department to pick up 
a craft kit. Grades 7-12. Regis-
tration begins one week before 
each pick-up.

Monday, June 7 (9 a.m.-9 
p.m.) Little Learners Box 
Supply Pick-Up – Join a com-
munity of Lifelong Learners: it’s 
never too early to start! A Little 
Learners Box contains a book 
for you to add to your home 
library and 2-3 themed activi-
ties. Grades K-2. Please register.

Tuesday, June 8 (9 a.m.-9 
p.m.) Jewelry Junction: 
Summer Party Choker Neck-
lace & Earrings Pick-Up Kit – 
Make a beautiful summer party 
choker necklace and earrings 
using silver findings with shell 
coin beads, pearls, and crystals. 
Please register.

Tuesdays, June 8, 15, 22 and 
29 (11-11:30 a.m.) and Wednes-
days, June 9 and 23 (7-7:30 p.m.) 
Family Storytime – Join us in 
person, weather permitting, for 
an interactive storytime featur-
ing books, rhymes, songs and 
movement. For families with 
children up to 2-6, siblings 
welcome. Staff will make every 
effort to notify you in a timely 
manner if we cannot meet in-
person. In that case we will 
meet on Zoom. Zoom invites 
will be sent to all registered 
attendees only if we will not be 
meeting in person. Registration 
begins one week before each 
session. Please register every 
person that will be attending 
including children and adults. 
Caregivers must stay with their 
child(ren) during program-
ming. Masks are required for 
anyone ages 2+.  

Tuesday, June 8 (11-11:45 
a.m.) Summer Spinal Health 
(Live) – Join Dr. Casen DeMaria 
from The Drugless Doctors for 
this fun and short Zoom work-
shop on ways to improve your 
spinal function and prevent 
injury during summer activi-
ties. Registration required. You 

will receive an email with Zoom 
information.

Tuesday, June 8 (1-3 p.m.) 
Career Transition: Network-
ing Basics (Live) – Applying 
online all day is not the answer 
to finding the right position. 
Most likely you will get your 
job from someone you know 
now who knows someone else! 
Learn tips on how to use your 
network the right way. Please 
register to receive an email con-
taining instructions for joining 
us via Zoom.

Tuesday, June 8 (7-8:30 
p.m.) Tuesday Evening Book 
Discussion (Live) – Join the 
WPPL Tuesday Evening Book 
Club on Zoom for a discus-
sion of “Dear Edward” by Ann 
Napolitano. Please register 
to receive a Zoom invitation 
and instructions. Participants 
without a computer, tablet or 
smartphone can join using a 
traditional phone.

Wednesdays, June 9 and 
23 (4-5 p.m.) Summer Teen 
Writers Workshop (Live) – 
Join fellow teen writers (grades 
7-12) this summer as we create 
an anthology of short stories. 
You pick the genre, charac-
ters, time period – everything. 
During each session we’ll 
reveal a new writing challenge 
to work into your story. Come 
with an idea and by the end, 
you’ll leave with a fantastic 
short story. Registration begins 
one week before each session. 
Participants must provide an 
email address to receive Zoom 
information.

Thursdays, June 10, 17 
and 24 (1-1:30 p.m.) Family 
Storytime (Live) – Join us for 
an interactive storytime featur-
ing books, rhymes, songs and 
movement. For families with 
children ages 2-6. Siblings 
welcome. Registration begins 
one week before each session. 
Participants must provide an 
email address to receive Zoom 
instructions.

Thursdays, June 10 and 
24 (3:30-4:30 p.m.) Roblox 
Arcade (Live) – Love Roblox? 
Then join us in the Roblox 
Arcade! We have some private 
servers set up for Tweens in 
grades 4-6 to hang out with 
their friends and enjoy some 
of the most popular games via 
Zoom. Please register.

Friday, June 11 (9-11 p.m.) 
Movie Under the Stars – Enjoy 
a feature-length newly released 
DVD or favorite family classic. 
Contact the library for spe-
cific titles. We will be outside, 
socially-distanced in our field 
enjoying an evening under 
the stars. Movies will begin at 
dusk so feel free to bring lawn 
chairs or blankets for chilly 
evenings. (Snacks are okay to 
bring, however masks must 

be worn anytime you are not 
actively eating.) Building rest-
rooms will be accessible. Please 
register every person that will 
be attending including chil-
dren and adults. Caregivers 
must stay with their child(ren) 
during the program. Masks are 
required for anyone ages 2+.

Saturday, June 12 (9 a.m.-6 
p.m.) Kids in the Kitchen 
Supply Pick-Up and Pro-
gram: Freezer Pop Fun! 
(Live) – Get in the kitchen 
with Miss Natalie! Pick up a 
recipe kit, then tune into the 
live kitchen demo! For children 
ages 8-12 with special needs 
and peers who may not be suc-
cessful in a typical hands-on 
program. If your child has food 
allergies, please contact the 
Youth Services Department at 
440-250-5471. Eating the food 
is not essential to the success of 
the program. No special appli-
ances required. Registration 
begins June 5. Registering for 
this event also registers you for 
the Live Kitchen Zoom program 
at 3 p.m. on June 14.

Sunday, June 13 (2-3 p.m.) 
American Girl Doll Club: 
Courtney Moore (1986) – Join 
us for some American Girl Doll 
Club fun! Ages 6-10. This pro-
gram is in-person weather per-
mitting. If we cannot meet in-
person, we will meet on Zoom. 
A decision about weather will 
be made 24 hours in advance 
to allow time for you to pick 
up supplies. There is no supply 
pick-up if we meet in person. 
Zoom invites will be sent to all 
registered attendees only if we 
will not be meeting in person. 
Masks are required for anyone 
ages 2 and up. Ages 6-10. Reg-
istration begins June 6.

Mondays, June 14 and 28 
(9-9:30 a.m.) Yoga with Ms. 
Jen! – Calm your body, mind, 
and spirit in this yoga class 
taught by Ms. Jen, certified 
yoga instructor! Dress for the 
weather and bring your own 
mat/towel and water bottle 
as we will be in-person OUT-
SIDE weather permitting. Up to 
grade 1. If we cannot meet in-
person, we will meet on Zoom. 
Staff will make every effort to 
notify you in a timely manner 
if that’s the case. Zoom invites 
will be sent to all registered 
attendees only if we will not be 
meeting in person. Registration 
begins one week before each 
session. Please register every 
person that will be attending, 
including children and adults. 
Caregivers must stay with their 
child(ren) during the programs. 
Masks are required for anyone 
ages 2+.

Tuesday, June 15 ( 9 a.m.-9 
p.m.) Build Your Own Board 
Game Supply Pick-Up and 
Program (Live) – Register to 
pick up a kit and then join us 
for a Zoom program to show off 
your creation, see what every-
one else created, and we’ll also 
do some board game trivia. 

Grades 4-6. You will need a kit 
to participate in the program. 
Registering for a kit also regis-
ters you for the program at 7 
p.m. on June 22. Registration 
begins June 8. Participants 
must provide an email address 
to receive Zoom instructions.

Tuesday, June 15 (7-8:30 
p.m.) Clear, Hold, and Destroy 
(Live) – Join Dr. Robert Thomp-
son as he discusses his new 
book about the U.S. Army’s 
efforts to pacify the province 
of Phu Yen in Vietnam. Please 
register. You must provide an 
email address to receive Zoom 
information.

Tuesday, June 15 (7-8 p.m.) 
Magical Tales with Tails – 
This magic show will be full of 
jokes, acts of astonishment and 
animal tales galore to keep the 
laughter rolling! Jim Kleefeld 
is a one-of-a-kind performer; 
you won’t want to miss this! 
For children up to age 12 and 
their families. This program is 
in-person weather permitting. 
Staff will make every effort to 
notify you in a timely manner if 
we cannot meet in-person. If so 
you will be automatically regis-
tered for the rain date (June 21 
at 7 p.m.) Please register every 
person that will be attending, 
including children and adults. 
Caregivers must stay with their 
child(ren) during programs. 
Masks are required for anyone 
ages 2+.

Wednesday, June 16 (2-3 
p.m.) Wednesday Book Dis-
cussion – This month’s title 
is “Lady in the Lake” by Laura 
Lippman. A limited number 
of copies are available at the 
Circulation Desk. The title is 
also available as an audiobook 
on Hoopla. Discussion will be 
held via Zoom. Please register. 
An email must be provided to 
receive Zoom instructions.

Wednesday, June 16 (7-8:00 
p.m.) Author Visit with Abby 
Collette (Live) – Join local 
writer Abby Collette, author 
of “A Deadly Inside Scoop” for 
a book talk about her newest 
series, “Ice Cream Parlor Mys-
teries,” set in Chagrin Falls! 
Please register. Participants 
must provide an email address 
to receive Zoom instructions.

To register for any of the 
programs, visit westlakeli-
brary.org/events. 

Westlake Porter Public Library’s       
early June calendar of events
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by LYSA 
STANTON

This month, 
I would like 
to tell you 

about the Civil 
Defense All Purpose 
Survival Crackers in 
the Clague House 
Museum collection.

W h e n  t h e 
threat of nuclear 
war in the USA 
was very possible 
in the late 1940s to 
1960s, it was deter-
mined that if anything should happen, 
people needed some food to sustain 
them. The decision was to make crack-
ers with bulgur wheat and some other 
basic ingredients, because this type 
of wheat is inexpensive, has excellent 
longevity, and has been used for about 
4,000 years.

Many baking companies were 
contracted by the federal government 
to make the crackers, including the 
Cincinnati-based Kroger Company.

The Clague Museum is honored 
to have an unopened tin of these 
crackers originally made in late 1962. 
The tin has a net weight of about 7 
pounds, with 62 crackers per pound, 
or a total of 434 crackers per contain-

er. It was expected that each container 
would sustain an adult for a 2-week 
period.

The crackers could also be used 
in other emergency situations.

At the height of production, 20 
billion “Doomsday Biscuits” had been 
made. Production was finally halted 
in 1964.

If you would like to see our histor-
ic and pristine cracker tin (and many 
other artifacts), you may do so when 
the Clague House Museum re-opens 
for tours on July 4, beginning at noon.

Free timed tickets are available by 
calling the museum at 216-848-0680.

See you next month, and please 
stay safe. 

Survival crackers among 
items at the Clague Museum

WESTLAKE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Bay Alumni Foundation 
awards 3 scholarships
by JUDY KRUEGER

The Bay Alumni Foundation presented three 
scholarships at the 59th annual Kiwanis 
Academic Achievement program on May 

19. Through the generous donations and support 
from our alumni, we have been able to recognize 
outstanding graduating seniors for many years. 
The committee received many wonderful appli-
cants for our scholarships this year and it was dif-
ficult to choose. But the committee all agreed on 
the following students who were each awarded 
$1,000 scholarships:  

BAF female recipient: Julianna Sanchez
Julianna was a well-rounded student and 

active member of her school community: her 
activities included Rockettes, student council, 
yearbook, and show choir. She plans to attend the 
University of Cincinnati and will study fashion 
merchandising. 

BAF male recipient: Levi Wunder
Levi was involved in all of the bands at the 

high school, played lacrosse and soccer and par-
ticipated in theater. He will attend Bowling Green 
State University as a psychology major.

Class of '66 recipient: Emma Spirollari
Emma was in the National Honor Society, was 

a class officer, part of Model UN, and played vol-
leyball. She will attend Ohio State University as a 
biology major in a pre-med track.

Congratulations to all of these impressive 
young people! We are all cheering for them as they 
begin the next chapter of their lives. Go with con-
fidence, be happy, and keep in touch! 

Julianna Sanchez

Levi Wunder

Emma Spirollari

These survival crackers are one of the many items 
for viewing at the Clague Museum.

Sunset at Meadowood
READER PHOTO

Carol Maat of Westlake captured the setting sun on Westlake's Meadowood 
golf course.
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Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

HOT DIGGITY D   G

     THREE-O-FIVE
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Three-O-Five
Animal Hospital

HOT DIGGITY D   G, INC.
Personal In-Home Pet Care
Busy Work or Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable prices for all services
• Meals, walks, medication
• Plus personal play time / special requests
• All in the surroundings of your home

25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

hotdiggitydogusa.com
440-823-9159
Visit our blog: OhioPetExpert.com

“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Owner Nancy Brown 
and Sunshine

I’d like to help support the Observer!

First Name     Last Name

 Check this box if you do not want your name included in a list of donors.

Donation Amount: 

 $5         $10         $25         $50         Other: $

Please make checks payable to WBV Observer and
 MAIL TO: 451 Queenswood Drive, Bay Village, OH 44140

The Observer is an independent, community owned publication. Please note that charitable contributions 

are gratefully accepted but not tax-deductible. For questions about donating or more information on how to 
get involved, contact publishers Denny Wendell or Tara Wendell at 440-409-0114, staff@wbvobserver.com. 13.11
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by WENDY HANNA

The Stickney Family Honeybee Exhibit 
has always been a popular one at 
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center. 

A highlight is a hive framed in glass found 
inside the halls of the Center. Guests of all 
ages can get up close and peer into the heart 
of an active beehive. Regular visitors have 
watched this hive grow and strengthen over 
the past several years.

The exhibit also includes another hive 
located in the interior courtyard. With the help 
of beekeeper Scott Danniger, these hives have 
become extremely active and are thriving. 

Mr. Danniger anticipates that this 
is the first year honey will be able to be 
extracted from these outdoor hives. While 
the bees produced honey last year, it 
remained in the hives to strengthen and 

encourage the growth 
of the community.

Lake Erie Nature 
& Science Center is offering a free 
event when the honey 

Hives thrive at Lake Erie Nature & Science Center

Bay Village Scout Troop celebrates 50 years

Nearly 150 Boy Scouts, family members and alumni from Bay Village Troop 41 gathered for a 50th anniversary reunion picnic on Aug. 9. See story inside, page 4.

Westlake’s Corporate 
Challenge spurs 
friendly competition

by JIM DISPIRITO

The City of Westlake recently wrapped up 
its annual Corporate Challenge, a week of 
sports, games and contests pitting Westlake 

companies against one another, all in good fun. Now 
in its eighth year, the challenge is organized by the 
Westlake recreation department.

Alego Health, Applied Companies, Echo Health, 
Equity Trust, Q-Lab, Rae-Ann Suburban, Western 
Enterprises and the City of Westlake participated 
in the weeklong competition. Twenty-six different 
events including cupcake decorating, sand volleyball, 
golf, 5K relay, bowling and cardboard boat races 
were held at various venues throughout the city. The 
championship trophy went to Q-Lab, an international 
provider of material durability testing with corporate 

Joe Paoletto of Allegro Health competes in 
the 8-ball tournament event of the Westlake 
Corporate Challenge at Buckeye Lanes.

 » See BEEHIVES page 2

Westlake holds annual gala for gardeners
by TARA WENDELL

Westlake was all abloom again this 
summer as gardeners across the city 
took to the soil in hopes of winning 

the annual planting contest. Westlake in Bloom, 
the community beautification program that 
began with planting day on May 17, concluded 
Aug. 13 with an awards ceremony at LaCentre.

More than 300 entrants competed in 23 
categories, varying in scale from expansive 
business landscaping all the way down to resi-
dential window box gardens. As in years past, 
the judging panel included master gardeners, 
a past Bloom winner and a couple of amateur 
gardeners. Plaques were awarded for the top 
three finishers in each category, with the first-
place winners receiving $25 gift certificates to 
one of Westlake’s four garden centers.

 » See WESTLAKE IN BLOOM page 9

Stuart Morris of Lakewood holds his 18-month-old son, 
Elliott, to get a close-up view of the beehive inside the Lake 
Erie Nature and Science Center.
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Dover Congregational Church won best of the Hilliard flower 
boxes. See a list of all Westlake in Bloom winners, page 9.

Evelyn Allen
George Arruda

David & Carol Ball
BAYarts

Bay Village Garden Club
Bay Village Historical Society

Bay Village Women’s Club
Bonnie Belda

Ruth B. Bertrand
John Biesterfeldt

Jeffrey D. Bing
The Bing Family

Marie Black
Bill & Jane Blackie
Bocce Partner JD
Barb Bobrowski
Jean Bowman

Judy Brody
Judy & Ray Budoi

George Cadwallader
Dwight & Nancy Clark

John & Fran Clark
Stephen Clarke

Maryanne Cullom
Cuyahoga West Chapter, OGS

Deborah Delzeith
Randy & Angela DeMuesy

Jack Dianiska
Leisa Diller

Penny Dolski

Tony & Judy Dostal
Todd & Donna Dresing

Cynthia & Eric Eakin
Gary & Pamela Ebert

Bob & Ellen Erzen
Michael & Diane Ferry
Susan & Richard Fink
Cathy & Paul Flament

Jan Foote
Tom & Lois Fornes

Diane Frye
Lee Gase

Rick Grane
Grateful Reader

Marybeth Hackenberg
Rosemary & Walt Halun

Linda Harris
Linda Heiden & John Heidenreich

Dawn Hilt
Karol Hoeffler

David W. Kaman
Patrick Keating

Joan Kemper
Paul & Therese Koomar

Beverly Kosarko
Thomas Kovach
William Krause
Barbara Lahey
Marilyn Lahnen
John R. Larson

Thank you to our kind 
readers who have 
donated to help 

keep the Observer’s 
presses rolling and to 
support a free press.

Thank
 You!

Ellie Luchini
David Lynn

Marty & Jennie Mace
The Mack Family (Jon, Lisa               

and Holly)
Martha Devotion Huntington 

Chapter/Daughters of the American 
Revolution

Tom & Kirsten Martin
Mel Maurer

Thomas & Holly McGowan
Mary Kay McLean

Joan Hayes McSweeney
Mark Miller
Tom Mullee
Mike Nock

Michael & Ann O’Donnell
Donna Paino

Julie & Al Paulus
Jim Potter

Connie Priest
Tim Rasgaitis

David & Amy Rencehausen
Mila Roberts
Carole Roske

Steve Ruscher
Louis Ruscitto

Victor Rutkoski
George Ryan

Mike & Julie Scanlan

Joyce Able Schroth
Patti, Dominic & Gianni Sclimenti

Todd & Barb Semroc
Jane & Stu Sheard

Nancy Sheehan
David Smalley

Jean Smith
Eileen & John Snyder

Marilyn Sommer
Lysa Stanton & Dave Pfister

James Stevenson
Kathleen Swetkis

Nick & Judy Taranto
Barbara Taushanoff

Terri Telepak
Lilybeth Teske

Brian Thompson
Judy & Don Trask

Village Bicycle Cooperative
Westlake Kiwanis Club

Shirley Whitbeck
Cynthia White
Marge Widmar

Edward L. Wilkinson Sr
Peter & Kathy Winzig
Barb & Ian Woodburn

Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous

Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous

Since 2009 the Observer has strived to fulfill our founding 
mission – to strengthen our community by informing and engaging 
Westlake and Bay Village residents. 

Times are tough, and the pandemic has presented an added 
challenge at a time when emotional connection and togetherness 
matter so much.

Please help us continue to provide a free medium where the 
community can share news, share stories and share laughs.

If you’d like to keep the Observer serving the community, please 
send a cash or check donation along with the form below. Donations 
may also be made by credit card at wbvobserver.com. All supporters 
will be recognized in future editions of the Observer.

We need your help

620 Dover Center Rd.
Bay Village

Open Mon-Fri: 8-6, Sat: 8-5. Closed Sun.

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop

NOW OPEN !
Call for an 
appointment:
440-871-0899

The citizen-powered newspaper

Share Your News, Photos & 
Events in Westlake & Bay Village

Join with 1,200+ community members of all ages who have shared their stories, photos and 
community events in our community’s favorite newspaper and website.

The Observer is open to all Bay Village and Westlake residents who want to participate in 
sharing positive news. It’s fun, easy and free to become an Observer. 

Visit our website at wbvobserver.com and click on Member Center to sign up and be a part 
of this growing community project! (We don’t share your info with anyone.)

Questions? Email staff@wbvobserver.com 

Advertise in the 
Observer. 

It’s more than 
an ad ... 

it’s civic support!
Contact Nancy for 

ad details, 440-823-9159


